
Ma r c h  25, 2002 LB 1085

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLQQR PEBAXE

support of the Jens e n  amendment. R e g a r d l e s s  of what anybody 
says, this is a c o m p romise t h a t  I t h i n k  a n y b o d y  shou l d  accept. 
I t h i n k  we are n o w  appr o a c h i n g  t he area w h e r e  w e  r e c o g n i z e  that, 
in a sense, the p e o p l e  are p r o b a b l y  g o i n g  t o . . .more p e o p l e  will 
k e e p  s m o king at 30 cents w h i c h  is c e r t a i n l y  n o t  good, bu t  we 
can't d i c t a t e  to p e o p l e  h o w  they c o nduct t h e i r  lives. But I 
th i n k  it's a fair compromise, and it w ill p u t  some m o n e y  into 
t h e . ..into th e  309 F und that, as all of y o u  k n o w  is sadly
needed. I th i n k  t h a t . . . b u t  in total, I t h i n k  h a d  w e  d o n e  this
sooner, we w o u l d  no t  h a v e  th e  fiscal p r o b l e m  t h a t  w e ' r e  no w
facing. I h a d  said a fe w  ye a r s  ago w h e n  we l o wered the sales
t ax for a year, it was th e  w r o n g  th i n g  to do, and it...I pro v e d  
to b e  right that time. I h o p e  I'm right t his time, and I think 
I am. I think that s e t ting m o n e y  aside for futu r e  pr o b l e m s  that 
arise is a g ood idea. It d o e s n ' t  encou r a g e  p e o p l e  nece s s a r i l y  
in this b o d y  to spend money, b u t  it w i l l  e n c o u r a g e  them to...to 
k e e p  some m o n e y  in reserve w h i c h  is g ood  in an y  bus i n e s s  if you 
h a v e  some r e ser ve funds that y ou can d e p e n d  on in times of 
l e a n . ..i n . ..in lean fiscal times, so I'm g o i n g  to be supportive 
of this amend m e n t  and h o p e  that others on th e  floor recognize 
w h a t ' 8 h a p p e n i n g  here, and will see their w a y  t o . . . t o  h e l p  get 
this . . . t h i s  attached. An d  w i t h  that, I'll t u r n  the rest of my 
time b a c k  to t he Chair.

S E N A T O R  CUDABACK: T h a n k  you. S e nator Vrtiska. Senator
Chambers, on the Jens e n  amendment.

SE NATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. President, m e m b e r s  of th e  Legislature, on
these d i s cussions I can be c a l l e d  an "againer". I'm "again" 
everything. N o n e  of this t h a t’s go i n g  f o r t h  m a k e s  any sense to 
me at all. Shak e s p e a r e  saw w h a t  was h a p p e n i n g  in here w h e n  he
wr o t e  the words, "as a t ale told b y  an idiot full of sound and 
fu r y  s i g n ifying n o t h i n g " . This m o n e y  can b e  e a r m a r k e d  for any
purpose, and the L e g i s l a t u r e  w i l l  p l u n d e r  t hat fund as this
L e g i s l a t u r e  d i d  th e  other day. Tha t ' s  w h y  I said it makes no 
sense whatsoever. Y o u ' v e  a l r e a d y  shown t h at  w e  got a b u n c h  of 
t h ie ve s aro u n d  h e r e  w h e n  it comes to funds, and no w  you're
saying, pu t  some more m o n e y  in a fund, and w e  t h ieves p r omise 
that we will n ot steal it. T h a t  makes no sense. That's wh y  
sometimes it's har d for me to r e a l i z e  t hat I'm in a L e gislature 
rather t han bedlam. If you w e r e  in one of th o s e  places where
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